"Chicago Construction or Steel Skeleton Construction”, Jenney, William Le Baron [author]

The Art Institute of Chicago
Skyscrapers Inquiry Unit

Manuscript/Typescript about skyscrapers of Chicago that used the construction method known as Chicago Construction or
Steel Construction. It is written by William Le Baron, Architect of the Home Insurance Building, which was "the first to use
constructional steel and was the building for which the Chicago Construction was invented." It includes details of the
construction methods of the Home Insurance Building in 1883 & 1884, the Tacoma Building, and the Masonic Temple. The
source of the document is The Art Institute of Chicago’s Ryerson and Burnham Archives’ digital Archive Collection.

Title/Project Name
"Chicago Construction or Steel Skeleton Construction”
Date Designed or Built
After 1889
Architect/Designer/Creator
Jenney, William Le Baron
Architect or Designer Notes
Jenney, William Le Baron [author]
View or Detail Type
Object
Image Notes
4 pages. Microfilm roll #10, frames #438-441.
Digital Collection Name
Archival Image Collection
Archival Collection Name
Burnham Library-University of Illinois Project to
Microfilm Architectural Documentation
Records, 1950-1952
Jensen, Elmer C., Papers, 1871-2014 (bulk 1880s-1950s)
Collection Accession & Number
19731 2009.2
Provenance
The following lectures, articles and papers were
microfilmed in October, 1951, from original material taken
from the files of William LeBaron Jenney and loaned by
Mr. Elmer C. Jensen.
Original Format Type
Microfilm
Location of Original
Ryerson and Burnham Libraries Book Collection (microfilm);
Elmer C. Jensen Papers (original)

RBA Digital File name
000000_19731_10_438.jpg-000000_19731_10_441.jpg

Source: "Chicago Construction or Steel Skeleton Construction,” William LeBaron Jenney. Ryerson and
Burnham Libraries microfilm collection (1973 1), The Art Institute of Chicago.

Image file #000000_19731_10_438 - 000000_19731_10_441
http://digital-libraries.saic.edu/cdm/compoundobject/collection/mqc/id/63592/rec/22

Accessed 4 January, 2019

See Also:
Jenney, W. L. B. (William Le Baron), 1832-1907. Architects--Biography.Published in "Current News Supplement" 06/22/1907
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"Air Castles... Castles in the Air", Colloquial account of the history of the Home Insurance Building and the
development of its structure.
http://digital-libraries.saic.edu/cdm/compoundobject/collection/mqc/id/63587/rec/17
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